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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed 5/22/2008. Claims 1 -23 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 14 and 20-22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Lenz etal. (5,518,140). 

Regarding claim 1 , Lenz et al. disclose a storage tank assembly having a chassis 
(20), ground engaging wheels (24, 26), a tank (22) being double-walled (34, 44) wherein 
the tank is mounted in a horizontal direction (fig. 1) and a fuel transfer system (36) for 
filling and discharging the tank being connected to the tank and mounted on the 
chassis. 

In regards to claim 2, Lenz et al. disclose the tank to be substantially cylindrical 

(fig- 2). 

In regards to claim 14, Lenz et al. disclose the use of a baffle (54) within the tank. 

Regarding claim 20, Lenz et al. disclose providing a tank (2) that is double-walled 
(34, 44) on a chassis (22) in a horizontal manner (fig. 1) with the chassis having ground 
engaging wheels (24, 26) and a fuel transfer system (36) wherein the tank is filled with 
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fuel, the chassis is movable (commercial vehicle being driven to a location) and storing 
the fluid in the tank at that location (parking the commercial vehicle). 

In regards to claim 21 , Lenz et al. disclose the tank to be cylindrical (fig. 2). 

In regards to claim 22, Lenz et al. disclose the refilling of the tank at a location 
(i.e. filling the tank at a fuel depot or gas station). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

6. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Watkins, Jr. (4,394,027) in view of Yamamoto (3,724,703). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Watl<ins, Jr. discloses a fuel transport vehicle having a 
chassis (22, 25), wheels (18, 19, 35a, 35b, 38), a tank (1 1) mounted on the chassis (22) 
in a horizontal manner, and a fuel transfer system (15). Watkins, Jr. does not disclose 
the tank to be double-walled. However, Yamamoto teaches utilizing a double-walled 
tank for the hull of a tanker that stores gas with the tank having double-walls in order to 
easily detect any leak from an inner tank by analyzing the gas in the space between the 
double-wall (col. 2, lines 15-21). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the tank of 
Watkins, Jr. as a double-walled tank as taught by Yamamoto in order to allow for easy 
leak detection by analyzing the gas in the space between the double-walled portion of 
the tank. 

In regards to claims 2-19, Watkins, Jr. discloses the tank to be substantially 
cylindrical and the fluid transfer system having a filter (86), a hydraulic motor (82) and a 
pump (80) all located within a cabinet (15) along with other various components (col. 4, 
lines 44+) with the location of the various components clearly shown with respect to the 
chassis while the particular material of construction of the tank to be a matter of design 
choice. 

Regarding claims 20-23, Watkins, Jr. in view of Yamamoto disclose a method of 
transportation and storing fluids by providing a tank (11) mounted on a chassis (22, 25), 
wheels (18, 19, 35a, 35b, 38; wherein landing gear 38 contacts the ground when the 
tractor portion is detached from the tank chassis, col. 3, lines 21-25) with the tank 
having a double-wall as taught by Yamamoto in order to allow for easy leak detection by 
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analyzing the gas in tlie space between the double-walled portion of the tank with the 
tank being filled with a fuel (in this case, jet fuel) wherein the tractor (12) and tank (11) 
are mounted on chassis with wheels for allowing the tank to be movable and 
transported to a location with the fuel being stored on-site (fuel is kept in the tank until it 
is needed) and than using the tank to fuel equipment (in this case, an aircraft) at the 
location. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 5/22/2008 have been fully considered but they are 

not persuasive. 

Applicant argues the combination of the Watkins, Jr. reference In view of the 
Yamamoto reference on page 2. The examiner disagrees. The Yamamoto reference 
teaches the use of a double-walled tank wherein an inner tank (3a) is supported within a 
tank (3) with the tank (3) providing liquid-tightness and sufficient strength as a 
secondary barrier (col. 4, lines 21-25) along with the detection of a leakage of the inner 
tank (3a) by analyzing the gas between the inner tank (3a) and the tank (3) (col. 2, lines 
1 5-21 ). The use of the double-walled tank provides for the tank (3) to be a secondary 
barrier for the fluid contained within the inner tank (3a) in order to prevent the leakage of 
the fluid within the inner tank (3a) from escaping into the environment in the case a 
leakage of inner tank (3a) would occur. Therefore, the use of a double-walled tank 
would provide a secondary barrier for the fluid held within the inner tank (3) which a 
single-walled tank does not provide wherein the additional barrier aides in the protection 
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of the environment from tlie fluid witliin tlie tank in tlie case of a leakage of the inner 
tank. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. White et al. (5,566,712) and Berg (5,803,304) disclose various 
double-walled tanks. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew J. Rost whose telephone number is 571-272- 
271 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 4:30 M-Th and 7:00 - 12:00 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/A. J. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3753 
September 4, 2008 



/Stephen M. Hepperle/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3753 



